
 
 

Nettle Middle School 
Cell-phone Policy 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Cell phones, tablets, and mobile electronic devices are to be shut off and out of sight in school. The use of text 
messaging or the camera feature on cell phones is prohibited and shall result in confiscation and disciplinary 
action. Parents will be contacted and shall be requested to pick up the device. The school is not responsible for 
the loss or theft of such equipment. Staff shall confiscate items found in violation, turn items into 
administration and they will be returned to a parent/guardian. Misuse of electronic devices shall result in 
serious disciplinary consequences. (Haverhill Public Schools Student Handbook K-8, pg. 23).  

 
All students at Nettle Middle School will be required to keep their cell-phones in their school 
locker. The school will issue locks to all students at the start of the year to ensure safe storage of 
cell-phones and other personal belongings (see locker policy for more details). During the school 
day (8:30am until 2:45pm), all staff members are responsible to ensure students do not violate 
this policy. Students who utilize and/or have their phone out in plain sight will have their phone 
confiscated.  The cellphone will be brought to administration and stored in a secure location until 
pick-up as listed below.  
 
First offense - Confiscation and Warning - Phone will be confiscated by staff and stored in office 
until end of day. Student will be able to retrieve their phone at 2:45pm.  
 

Discipline Referral: This offense will be recorded in the child’s referral log as a warning of the 
school’s misuse of electronic devices policy.  

 
Second offense - Confiscation and Parent Pick-up - Phone will be confiscated and stored in office 
until a PARENT can pick it up.  

 
Discipline Referral: This offense will be recorded in the child’s referral log as a warning and parent 
meeting due to the violation of the school’s misuse of electronic devices policy. 

 
Third offense - Detention and Parent Pick-up - Phone will be confiscated and stored in office until a 
PARENT can pick it up. Student will also be required to serve a 30 minute detention within 48 
hours of offense.  
 

Discipline Referral: This offense will be recorded in the child’s referral log as a detention due to the 
chronic violation of the school’s misuse of electronic devices policy. 

 
***Any offense after the third will result in additional disciplinary actions to be determined by 
administration.  
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Student Refusal to Turn over Cell-phone to Staff 
If a student refuses to turn their phone over to a staff member and administrative intervention is 
required, the student will automatically serve a 30 minute detention for the disruption of the 
school assembly.  
 
Allowable Cell-phone Use - Teacher Activity and PBIS Rewards 
Teacher activity in the classroom 
Occasionally,  a teacher will permit students to use their phone for classroom instruction. During 
this time, students are expected to ONLY use their phones for the classroom assignment. The 
expectation is that the teacher allow them time to retrieve their phone from their locker and 
returns them when the activity is complete. Repeat cell-phone offenders (3 or more infractions of 
the cell-phone policy) will NOT BE ALLOWED to participate in these activities.  

 
PBIS Earned Reward 
Throughout the school year, students may earn free-time with their cell-phones. Repeat 
cell-phone offenders (3 or more infractions of the cell-phone policy) will NOT BE ALLOWED to 
participate in these events.  
 
PBIS and Cell-phone Friday 
Throughout the school year, students may earn the right to use their cell-phone during lunch. This 
event will be contingent on cafeteria behavior. If a grade level meets the cafeteria behaviors 
expectations, they will be permitted to use their phones as a reward on Friday. Any student who 
violates the cell-phone policy during the week will not be permitted to participate in this event.  
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